
Winter is for the 

Birds!                 

 

Not all the birds in your area migrate (move 

away) for the winter, some stick around 

all year. Others move in from other places. 

It may be cold and snowy where you live, 

but birds still find seeds, grains, nuts, and 

berries on winter plants, or they peck away 

for creepy-crawlies hiding under tree bark 

or in other protected places. And birds of 

prey swoop down on small animals that are 

out and about looking for food 

themselves. 

Even though winter birds can usu-

ally get by just fine on their own, 

some people give them a break by 

putting out feeders and keeping 

them filled. Many birds drop in for 

the free treats, and the people get 

to enjoy the live show through 

their windows. You can make your 

own backyard show, too! 

 

WHERE TO FEED 

Some birds find their food on the 

ground. Some look for food while clinging 

to and creeping along tree trunks or 

branches. Some prefer to perch and peck. 

So it makes sense that different types of  

feeders attract different kinds of birds. Here 

are some common ones: 

1.  A tray feeder is great for ground-

feeders such as doves, sparrows, and jun-

cos. 

2.  Chickadees, finches, and titmice 

will often flock to a tube feeder. 

3.  A hopper feeder attracts birds such as 

cardinals, grosbeaks, and jays. 

4.  Woodpeckers and nuthatches 

are common visitors at a suet feeder.  

 

WHAT TO FEED 

You can’t go wrong with seed! Bird 

stores, feed stores, garden stores, and even 

grocery stores carry bird seeds of all 

kinds. Many sell seed mixes, but you might 

want to use a single type in each feed-

er. Probably the most  

popular bird food is black-oil sunflower 

seeds. Lots of  birds go for those, as well 

as safflower seeds (which squirrels don’t 

like). Finches like nyjer seeds (sometimes 

called “thistle”). Ground-feeders go 

for cracked corn or millet. One high-

energy food is suet (SOO-it), which is beef 

fat that may be available at your grocer’s 

meat department.  

Insect-eaters especially love it, and it helps 

birds stay warm in winter. (continued pg. 2) 
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WHERE THE NATURAL 

WORLD BECOMES YOUR 

CLASSROOM  

 The Kelleys Island Field  

Station promotes and sup-

ports education by providing a  

distinctive learning and  

research   

environment for  elementary  

students to adults.  



 

FEEDING TIPS 
Be patient. If you’re just getting started, the birds 

might not come right away. Give them time to find 

your feeders. Once one or two show up, others will 

follow. 

Keep cats away. Free-roaming cats will think a feeding 

station is a good place to stalk. Leave them inside. 

Avoid crashes. Place feeders either right against win-

dows or far enough away that birds don’t slam into 

them if they have to scatter quickly. 

Consider cover. Trees or shrubs near feeders offer 

birds protection, in case of icy wind gusts or incoming 

predators. 

Don’t forget water! A heated birdbath will keep water 

from freezing. Or just remove any ice that forms and refill with fresh water daily. 

Feeders and birdbaths can spread bird diseases. Bring them in to clean every couple of weeks.  

 

FEEDING FUN 
Make your own winter treat. Ready-made suet cakes 

are available at stores. You might also try this easy 

recipe: With an adult’s help, melt 1 pound (2 

cups) of suet or lard with 1 cup of natural peanut 

butter in a pot on low heat. Stir in 2 cups of yel-

low cornmeal.  If you like, you can also stir 

in some bird seed. When the mixture has cooled 

down, you can use it to stuff into pine cones to hang 

up, or spread it into pans or molds and let harden 

overnight in the refrigerator. Then pop out the shapes 

and hang them outside. 

Decorate for the birds. Use your hands to poke, 

punch, or draw patterns in the snow’s surface. 

Then sprinkle in seeds of different kinds and colors to 

form pictures or designs. Later on, watch from inside 

as the birds thankfully destroy your artwork! 

ERIE COUNTY  

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
The Kelleys Island Field Station received $2,300.00 from the 

Erie County Community Fund towards supplies to enhance 

teaching and learning through outdoor education  

programs. The supplies will be used for outdoor education 

for: citizens of Erie County, the Kelleys Island Local School 

children (K-12th), local residents, Field Station participants 

(STEM Groups) and visitors to the island. This will enable a 

personal connection to learn about Kelleys Island and Lake 

Erie’s ecology by getting more of an up-close and hands-on 

experience outdoors. We will do this by providing  

programming focused on nature-related subjects with  

different themes each year. All are designed to encourage 

natural curiosity of the outdoors. 



On November 14
th

 the Kelleys Island School’s Running Club 
Teamed up with Jackie Taylor and Emily Beal to Raise 
Awareness and the Money Needed to Sustain the Pollinator 
Habitats on Kelleys Island.  
  

Jackie and Emily both have a love for running 
and pollinators, so they took it upon themselves 
to run 10 miles while raising money at the same 
time. With the help of Coach Jodie Smith (and 
school board member) the team was able to raise 
over $2,500! All of the money raised went  
towards the Kelleys Island Pollinators &  
Partnerships to promote the health of pollinators 
critical to the Lake Erie Island’s ecosystems 
through conservation, education, and research.  
  
The girls met with the running club once a week 
so they could practice and work together towards 
their goals, but also to teach students more about 
the cause. When the weather was nice the team 
ran outside to integrate nature with running. 
They did this by running to pollinator habitats providing more of a hands-on connection and understanding of 
the mission.  

  
The day was beautiful, sunny, 45 degrees, with a 
slight breeze out of the southeast. Jackie and 
Emily started their run at the State Park. When 
the girls ran by the school on Woodford Rd, 
(about mile 3, see running route) the KI Running 
Club joined them for around 2 miles, and  
connected back up with the girls for the last mile 
crossing the finish line together as a team. The 
kids, Jackie and Emily, Coach Jodie, parents, and 
supporters were all excited that we completed 
our goals and made a difference. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported us. We 
could not have been successful without the kind 
help!  



 

The Kelleys Island Audubon 
Club Received $2,047.00 from 
the Erie County Community 
Foundation to Purchase  
Interpretive Pollinator Signs. 

 

Thanks to KIAC board member Jackie Taylor and Erie 
County Metro Parks for making this a success. These 
signs will be used for outdoor education for: citizens of 
Erie County, the Kelleys Island Local School children (K-
12), local residents, Field Station participants (STEM 
Groups), and visitors to the island. This will enable a per-
sonal connection to learn about Kelleys Island Pollinators 
and the local ecology by getting more of an up-close and 
hands-on experience of these habitats and the animals 
who benefit. We will do this by providing programming 
focused on nature-related subjects with different themes 
each year. All are designed to encourage natural curiosity 
of the outdoors. 
 
Kelleys Island Audubon Club is partnering with the Kel-
leys Island Field Station, The Kelleys Island School, the 

Kelleys Island State Park, Erie County Metro Parks, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Serve (USFWS) Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife (PFW) Program, and the Ohio Pollinator Habitat 
Initiative. These partners will help to provide year-round 
information and programming for all visitors and resi-
dents of Kelleys Island.  
 
As part of the Kelleys Island Pollinators & Partnerships 
Network, participants also learn more about Kelleys Is-
land’s local ecology and why it is unique and different 
from the other islands and mainland. Environmental ex-
perts will provide hands-on programming and advice that 
will provide an in depth understanding of Kelleys Island 
and Lake Erie, while creating a sense of encouragement 
to help protect this great resource. 

Kelleys  
Island  
became a 
Monarch  
Island USA 
in 2019, as 
well as a 
Monarch 
School and 
Monarch 
State Park 
in 2020! 
Thank you 

for the continued support in making 
this a success!  Monarch City USA is a 
non-profit corporation, that strongly 
encourage America’s 19,000+ munici-
palities to directly help the monarch 
butterfly population recover through 
planting milkweed and nectar plants 
within their borders.   



Science Saturdays 

Summer 2021 
Science Saturdays is a partnership between 

the Kelleys Island State Park, Kelleys Island 

Audubon Club, Kelleys Island Historical  

Society, and the Kelleys Island Field Station. 

This is a weekly series of events that features 

interactive exploration centered around a 

particular topic. Families and learners of all 

ages are invited to explore hands-on science 

fun during this free drop-in event. 11am– 

1pm on Saturdays Memorial Day through 

Labor Day.  

2021 Topics: 

Fish 

Bees 

Bats 

Snakes 

Geology 

Plankton 

Monarch Butterflies 

Astronomy Fun 

Pollinators & Pancakes 

Salamanders  

AND MORE! 



The 2021 Nature Camp Theme is “Everything Under the Sun” Each day will focus on a different topic and habitat; in-

sects, fish, birds, geology, and astronomy, with an evening night sky program for campers and their families.  

Campers 9-14 years old will kayak one day. Campers will be provided professionally developed materials which will 

include hands-on activities to get a sense of wonder and curiosity with activities that help them connect to nature.  

 

Themes by day: 

Birds- Campers will get to inspect a variety of physical bird adaptations- including characteristics of beaks, feet, legs, 

wings, and colorations while going on a bird hike. They will get a chance to design their own original bird!  

Fish- Campers will participate in the ODNR’s Passport to Fishing Program. The program consists of hands-on  

participation in four areas covering the basics of Angling in Casting, Fishing Knots and Rigging, Fish Habitat and 

Handling and Local Information. 

Geology- Campers will go on a hike through one of Ohio’s most geologically interesting areas in Ohio gathering a 

variety of evidence of the island’s ancient history discovering wild caves, rock formations and glacial grooves. 

Insects- Campers will be Insect Investigators going on an insect hike collecting live insects to observe and handle, 

and illustrating their investigations.    

Astronomy- Campers will get to be Astronomers for the day. They will join an Astronomer to view the sun,  

examining sun spots and discover how it supports all living things. Campers will also make Sun Prints!  

*Night Sky Program- All campers and their family members will be welcome to join our Astronomer for any of the 3 

evening night sky programs. Participants will get views of the planets, star clusters, and moon. Each camper will  

receive a planisphere!  

**Kayaking- Campers 9-14 years old will get an afternoon to Kayak around Gibraltar Island, learning boating  

safety, paddling strokes, and kayaking games!  

Partners: Kelleys Island School, Kelleys Island State Park, The Kelleys Island Audubon Club,  

and the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center.  

2021 Kelleys Island Nature Camp  



Kelleys Island Nature Camp  

Registration Form 2021 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
 

 

Child’s Name____________________________________ Parents Name______________________________________ 

 

Birth Date _____________________________________ (Month/Day/Year-Check Age Requirements-Must be of Age by Camp Date)  

 

Island Address-Include Dates This Address Should Be Used 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home or Mailing Address-Include Dates This Address Should Be Used   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Island Phone___________________________ Emergency Contact __________________________________________ 
 

E-Mail Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

T-Shirt Size (circle one)  YOUTH– SM M L XL ADULT– SM M L 

 

 (X) Preferred Camp Session(s)   Dates:  Times:  KI Resident: Nonresident   
___ Intro to Nature Camp (4yrs.)   July 5-9  9-10AM  $15.00  $30.00 

___ My 1st Nature Camp(5-6yrs.)   July 5-9  10:30-11:30AM $15.00  $30.00 

___ Nature Camp (7-8yrs.)   July 5-9  12:30-2PM $15.00  $30.00 

___ Environmental Adventure Camp I (9-10yrs.) July 5-9  2:30-4:30PM $15.00  $30.00 

___ Environmental Adventure Camp II (11-14)  July 19-23 TBA  $15.00  $30.00 

 

You have my permission to use photos of my child participating in Nature Camp.  NO NAME will be used with online photos of Nature Camp. 

 
 ____ Kelleys Island Life     ____ Kelleys Island School Website ____ Facebook ____ Kelleys School Newsletter 

 
Make checks to Kelleys Island School. Mail to Nature Camp Program 

PO Box 349 KELLEYS ISLAND, OHIO 43438 
 

Permission Form 
I fully understand that the nature of recreational and educational activities associated with Nature Camp includes an inherent risk of danger, which may result 
in personal injury or harm to my child. I grant permission for my child to participate in the program and activities of Nature Camp at the Bay, and I agree to 

indemnify and hold harmless the Kelleys Island School and Field Station, its staff, directors, employees, Agents and/or representatives from any claim for any 
injury or damage which may result from my child’s attendance at and participation in the Nature Camp at the Bay.  I authorize emergency medical treatment 

if none of the above-named emergency contact persons can be reached at the time of an emergency. 
 

 

 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian __________________________________________________________Date________________________________________ 



Together we are making a difference! Your continued support of the 

Kelleys Island Pollinators & Partnerships is deeply gratifying to us, and we 

hope it is the same for you. Through your donation we have been able to 

accomplish ordering the seed, and planted 17 acres in June 2020. We  

continue to work towards promoting the health of pollinators critical to 

Kelleys Island ecosystem through conservation, education, and research. 

You truly have made a difference for the pollinators and Kelleys Island.  

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Kelleys Island Field Station  

528 Division St 

PO Box 349 

Kelleys, Island OH 

43438 

 

 


